
Syllabi of all modules – LALS UG 
 
First year modules (implemented from 2026)  
 
MODULE CODE:  ELSC101  
MODULE NAME:  English Language Studies: Critical Orientations towards Language  
CREDITS:   12 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this module is to develop an understanding of language as a historical and 
ideological project and apply the knowledge to different contexts. 
  
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completing this module the student should be able to 

• Critically reflect on language from the perspective of orality and the archive(s)  
• Explain how language intersects with Western modernity, capitalism, nationalism, and colonialism  
• Illustrate the role of language in decolonization 
• Analyse the ideological underpinnings of common sense assumptions and how they influence identity.  
• Critically reflect on societal and individual ideological bias regarding different language groups  

 
 
CORE CONTENT 

• Language, orality, and the archive(s) 
• Language and the colonial encounter  
• Language and decolonization  
• Language and ideology 
• Language and Identity 

 
ASSESSMENT 
100% continuous assessment 
 
MODERATION 
Internal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MODULE CODE:  ELSB102  
MODULE NAME:  English Language Studies: The Beginnings and Sounds of Language 
CREDITS:   12 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this module is to introduce students to the manner in which language is acquired and learned 
with a focus on human speech sounds. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completing this module the student should be able to 

• Explain the manner in which language is acquired and processed by the human brain 
• Distinguish between different theories of language acquisition and learning  
• Identify the ways in which sounds are studied,  
• Explain the way in which humans produce sounds  
• Distinguish between different categories of sounds 
• Transcribe texts phonetically   
• Critically discuss global north bias in phonetics 

 
CORE CONTENT 

• Introduction to the structure of language  
• Theories of  

o First language acquisition 
o Second language learning 
o Bilingual and Multilingual language acquisition 

• Language and the brain  
• Phonetics and its sub-branches  
• The human speech mechanism  
• Consonants, vowels and diphthongs  
• Phonetic transcription   
• Decolonial critiques of phonetics 

 
ASSESSMENT 
100% continuous assessment 
 
MODERATION 
Internal  
 
PRE-REQUISITES FOR THIS MODULE 
None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second-year modules (implemented from 2027)  
 
MODULE CODE: ELSL201   
MODULE NAME: English Language Studies: Language Structure and Learning   
CREDITS:   20 
 
PURPOSE 
The morphology and syntax sections will introduce students to two of the core areas of language study. Students 
will encounter aspects of language that will elucidate how languages are built and how they function to 
communicate meaning. The digital language learning area of the module equips students with the knowledge 
and skills to engage critically with digital tools and resources, advancing their understanding of second language 
acquisition while preparing them for an interdisciplinary inquiry of digital humanities. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completing this module the student should be able to 

• define and explain fundamental morphological concepts, including morphemes, roots, allomorphs, 
affixes and the manner in which basic morphological rules function.  

• analyse the internal structure of words in English, identifying morphemes and understanding how 
they combine to form complex words.  

• describe different word formation processes and be able to apply this knowledge to analyse words.  
• distinguish between different word classes (parts of speech) and provide criteria to define them  
• distinguish between lexical and functional word classes and open and closed word classes  
• explain the concept of a constituent in language and apply simple constituency tests  
• explain what we mean when we say that sentences are hierarchically structured  
• provide a definition of a phrase and a clause  
• identify the constituent parts of phrases and clauses (simple sentences)  
• illustrate the hierarchical structure of phrases and simple sentences by means of tree diagrams  
• distinguish between: simple, compound and complex sentences, main and subordinate clauses, 

coordinating and subordinating conjunctions, three types of sentences according to mood 
• critically evaluate and apply digital tools and resources to enhance second language acquisition. 
• design and implement digital language learning activities, effectively integrating these strategies 

into broader language learning contexts, and reflecting on their impact on learner engagement and 
language development.  

CORE CONTENT 
• Morphology 
• Word Formation 
• Syntax 
• Intersection of technology and language acquisition  
• Digital literacy in language learning  
• Emerging trends in digital language learning   

 
ASSESSMENT 
100% continuous assessment 
 
MODERATION 
Internal  
 
PRE-REQUISITES FOR THIS MODULE 
ELSC101 
 
 



 
MODULE CODE: ELSL202  
MODULE NAME: English Language Studies: Language, Society, and Translation  
CREDITS:   20 
 
PURPOSE 
To introduce students to the theories, principles and practices of language in society integrating elements 
of sociolinguistics and translation. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completing this module the student should be able to 

• Discuss basic concepts of sociolinguistics, translation and language practice 
• Define key terms in onomastics – toponymy, Anthroponymy, etymology 
• Trace the historical development of naming practices in different cultures and time period.  
• Explain the cultural significance of names in various societies, including traditions associated with 

naming  
• Critically analyse sociolinguistic and multilingual theories as they relate to real life language related 

problems. 
• Apply context-based knowledge to real life situations. 
• Describe global south language issues through a decolonial lens 
• Define and explain the key concepts and terminology in translation studies 
• Articulate and critique the historical development of translation as a practice and a field of academic 

study.  
• Compare and evaluate the different translation theories and approaches. 
• Apply translation practices to specific scenarios in multilingual SA context  
• Apply the ethical and professional considerations of translation in practice-based tasks  
• Apply the interdisciplinary nature of translation studies and its connection to other fields in scenario-

based tasks.  
 
CORE CONTENT 

• Introduction to the theories, principles, and practices of language in society 
• Onomastics (Typonymy, Anthroponymy, and etymology) – trace the historical development of naming 

practices in different cultures and time periods 
• Sociolinguistic and multilingual theories in the global south context 
• Translation Theory- compare and evaluate the different translation theories and their application in the 

multilingual global south context 
 

ASSESSMENT 
100% continuous assessment 
 
MODERATION 
Internal  
 
PRE-REQUISITES FOR THIS MODULE 
ELSB102 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Third-year modules (implemented from 2028) 
 
MODULE CODE: ELSU301  
MODULE NAME:  English Language Studies: Language in Use      
CREDITS:  30 
 
PURPOSE 
To equip students to become aware of, critique and contest underlying power and ideological dimensions 
embedded in global and African texts. To equip students to understand how language functions in an everyday 
context to convey meaning, facilitate social interactions and express ideology. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completing this module the student should be able to 

• Analyse the use of language as a social practice in global and African contexts  
• Utilize decolonial perspectives in the examination of discourse  
• Describe how discourse reflects ideologies and power relations within a society 
• Examine the role of context in the production and interpretation of discourse  
• Develop and communicate one’s own ideas and opinions in well-formed arguments, using academic 

discourse and facilitate collaborative learning processes  
• Analyse structural ambiguity syntactically  
• Interpret conceptual metaphors  
• Define and apply core concepts referenced in pragmatics 
• Distinguish between pragmatic competence and pragmatic failure. 
• Explain the cooperative principle and its implications in terms of entailment and implicature 
• Identify speech acts according to function, form and meaning. 
• Explain strategies of politeness according to contemporary theories 

 
CORE CONTENT 

• Discourse Analysis 
o Language and discourse  
o Power and ideology  
o Language and identity  
o Text and context  
o Models of analysis 

• Semantics 
o Truth, entailment and structural ambiguity  
o Anomaly, metaphor, and idiom  
o Conceptual metaphor  
o Lexical relations  
o Semantic features  

• Pragmatics  
o Pragmatic competence and pragmatic failure  
o Core concepts in pragmatics  
o The co-operative principle  
o Entailment and implicature  
o Speech acts 
o Politeness 

 
ASSESSMENT 
100% continuous assessment 
 
MODERATION 
External 
 
PRE-REQUISITES FOR THIS MODULE 
ELSL201 



 
 
MODULE CODE: ELS302  
MODULE NAME:  English Language Studies: Sociolinguistics      
CREDITS:  30 
 
PURPOSE 
This module aims to provide students with an integrated knowledge of the sub-discipline of linguistics known as 
sociolinguistics, including an understanding of and an ability to apply and evaluate the key terms, concepts, facts, 
principles, rules and theories of this fields. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completing this module the student should be able to 
 

• Analyse how sociolinguistics relates to other fields and disciplines; 
• Evaluate types of knowledge and explanations typical within the area of sociolinguistics; 
• Utilize a range of methods of enquiry available to students of sociolinguistics in the context of specific 

investigations; 
• Identify, analyse, critically reflect on and address complex problems, applying evidence-based solutions 

and theory-driven arguments; 
• Make linguistic decisions and act ethically, and justify these decisions and actions drawing on 

appropriate ethical values and approaches, within a supported environment; 
• Develop appropriate processes of information gathering for a given context or use; 
• Independently validate the sources of information, and evaluate and manage the information; 
• Develop and communicate one’s own ideas and opinions in well-formed arguments, using appropriate 

academic discourse; 
• Manage processes in unfamiliar and variable contexts, recognising that problem solving is context- and 

system-bound, and does not occur in isolation; 
• Accurately identify, evaluate and address own learning needs in a self-directed manner, and facilitate 

collaborative learning processes; and 
• Take full responsibility for own work, decision making and use of resources and limited accountability 

for the decisions and actions of others in varied or ill-defined contexts. 
 
 
CORE CONTENT 

• Sociolinguistics 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
100% continuous assessment 
 
MODERATION 
External 
 
PRE-REQUISITES FOR THIS MODULE 
ELSL202 
 
CO-REQUISITES FOR THIS MODULE 
None 
 
 


